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all the chief convents of Paris, as well as the palace of the
Luxembourg, into wiaisons d'arret. These latter were the
pleasantest places in which to be detained, for the prisoners
were allowed to mix together, and, provided they had enough
money to purchase what they wanted, they could enjoy life
without any thought for the future In the Luxembourg, for
instance, there were always from eight hundred to a thousand
prisoners, who used to meet, in the words of Beaulieu," in three
divisions, at eleven, twelve, and one o'clock, to partake of a
dinnci, supplied by a restaurateur at fifty sous a head, of soup,
two courses, one of meat and one of vegetables, and a half-bottle
of wine "l This comparative freedom within the prison allowed
room for plenty of social intercourse, and the Marchioness
d'Harcourt, the acknowledged queen of the prison, had good
reason to say that the polished gaiety of the Paris salons was
renewed there, after being intermitted for two years. There
were receptions and parties, with social amusements, such as
bouts-rimes and dancing, and, of course, there was love-making
and intriguing, which did not always end in the most reputable
manner, and gave rise to plenty of gossip and social scandal.2
Even the horrors of the guillotine and of the Revolutionary
Tribunal were made into a source of amusement, and the
Countess de Bohm, the sister of Stanislas cle Girardm, tells a
story, how, when she was shown into her sleeping-room, with
five other ladies, at the old Carmelite convent in the Rue de
Carnaval, she found, that the evening amusement of her com-
panions was to draw lots who was to play prisoner, and then
enact the whole tragedy of the Revolutionary Tribunal, ending
with a mock execution with a pillow on the foot of a bedstead s
But because many of the light-hearted suspects enjoyed their
prison life, it docs not follow that there were no agonizing
troubles suffered there also. The greatest of those was the
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